
Writing Assignment #1: Enlightenment DBQ 
 

Prompt: 
Based on his/her beliefs and impact on modern society, who was the most important 
philosopher of the Enlightenment? 
 

Directions: 
1) Choose which Enlightenment philosopher you think is the most important.  2) Read and 
annotate the primary source document for the philosopher you chose.  3) Complete the graphic 
organizer for putting your paragraph together.  4) Write a typed Step Up to Writing paragraph in 
MLA/YLHS Style Guide format answering the prompt.  5) Print your writing assignment and 
staple the rubric on top. 

 

Primary Source Documents 
 
Document A: Cesare Beccaria 
For every crime that comes before him, a judge is required to complete a perfect syllogism in 
which the major premise must be the general law; the minor, the action that conforms or does 
not conform to the law; and the conclusion, acquittal or punishment. If the judge were 
constrained, or if he desired to frame even a single additional syllogism, the door would thereby 
be opened to uncertainty.  
 
No man can be judged a criminal until he be found guilty; nor can society take from him the 
public protection, until it have been proved that he has violated the conditions on which it was 
granted. What right, then, but that of power, can authorize the punishment of a citizen, so long 
as there remains any doubt of his guilt? The dilemma is frequent. Either he is guilty, or not 
guilty. If guilty, he should only suffer the punishment ordained by the laws, and torture becomes 
useless, as his confession is unnecessary. If he be not guilty, you torture the innocent; for, in the 
eye of the law, every man is innocent, whose crime has not been proved. 
 
 

Document B: Thomas Hobbes 
Nature has made men so equal, in the faculties of the body and mind; as that though there be 
found one man sometimes manifestly stronger in body, or of quicker mind than another, yet 
when all is reckoned together, the difference between man and man, is not so considerable. . . 
 
For such is the nature of men, that howsoever they may acknowledge many others to be more 
witty, or more eloquent, or more learned; yet they will hardly believe there be many so wise as 
themselves. . . . 
 
From this equality of ability, arises equality of hope in the attaining of our ends. And therefore if 
any two men desire the same thing, which nevertheless they cannot both enjoy, they become 
enemies. . . . 
 
Hereby it is manifest, that during the time men live without a common power to keep them all in 
awe, they are in that condition which is called war; and such a war, as is of every man, against 
every man. For war consists not in battle only, or the act of fighting, but in a tract of time, 
wherein the will to contend by battle is sufficiently known. 
 
In such condition there is no place for industry [meaning productive labor, not industry in 



modern sense of factories], because the fruit thereof is uncertain, and consequently no culture 
of the earth; no navigation, nor use of the commodities that may be imported by sea; no 
commodious building . . . no knowledge of the face of the earth; no account of time; no arts; no 
letters; no society; and, which is worst of all, continual fear and danger of violent death; and the 
life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short. 
 
 

Document C: John Locke 
We must consider, what state all men are naturally in, and that is, a state of perfect freedom to 
order their actions, and dispose of their possessions and persons, as they think fit, within the 
bounds of the law of nature…. 
 
There [is] nothing more evident, than what creatures of the same species and rank…should also 
be equal one amongst another without subordination or subjection…. 
 
When the government is dissolved, the people are at liberty to provide for themselves, by 
erecting a new legislative…for the society can never,…lose the native and original right it has to 
preserve itself, which can only be done by a settled legislative, and a fair and impartial 
execution of the laws made by it.  But the state of mankind is not so miserable that they are not 
capable of using this remedy… they have not only a right to get out of [a failed government], but 
to prevent it. 
 
 

Document D: Baron de Montesquieu 
In every government there are three sorts of power; the legislative; the executive, in respect to 
things dependent on the law of nations; and the executive, in regard to things that depend on 
the civil law... 
 

When the legislative and executive powers are united in the same person, or in the same body 
of magistrates, there can be no liberty… Again, there is no liberty, if the judiciary power be not 
separated from the legislative and executive. Were it joined with the legislative, the life and 
liberty of the subject would be exposed to arbitrary control; for the judge would then be the 
legislator. Were it joined to the executive power, the judge might behave with violence and 
oppression. There would be an end to everything, were the same man, or the same body, 
whether of the nobles or of the people, to exercise those three powers, that of enacting laws, 
that of executing the public resolutions, and of trying the causes of individuals. 

 
 
Document E: Jean Jacques Rousseau 

Man was born free, but everywhere he is in chains. This man believes that he is the 

master of others, and still he is more of a slave than they are. How did that 

transformation take place? I don't know. How may the restraints on man become 

legitimate? I do believe I can answer that question.... 

 

What, then, is the government? An intermediary body established between the subjects 

and the sovereign for their mutual communication, a body charged with the execution of 

the laws and the maintenance of freedom, both civil and political. 

 



Moreover…if the individuals retained certain rights, as there would be no common 

superior to decide between them and the public, each, being on one point his own 

judge, would ask to be so on all…and the association would necessarily become 

inoperative or tyrannical. 

 

Finally, each man, in giving himself to all, gives himself to nobody; and as there is no 

associate over whom he does not acquire the same right as he yields others over 

himself, he gains an equivalent for everything he loses. 

 

With regard to equality, this word must not be understood to mean that degrees of 

power and wealth should be exactly the same, but rather that with regard to power, it 

should be incapable of all violence and never exerted except by virtue of status and the 

laws; and with regard to wealth, no citizen should be so opulent that he can buy 

another, and none so poor that he is constrained to sell himself. 

 

 

Document F: Voltaire 

Take a view of the Royal Exchange (trading center) in London…where the representatives of all 

nations meet for the benefit of mankind.  There the Jew, the Mahometan (Muslim), and the 

Christian transact together as tho’ they all professed the same religion…. There the 

Presbyterian confides in the Anabaptist (Baptist), and the Churchman (Anglican) depends on 

the Quaker’s word…. 

 

If one religion only were allowed in England, the government would possibly become arbitrary; if 

there were but two, the people would cut one another’s throats; but as there are such a 

multitude, they all live happy and in peace. 

 

 

Document G: Mary Wollstonecraft 
The most perfect education, in my opinion, is…to enable the individual to attain such habits of 
virtue as will render [her] independent.  In fact, it is a farce to call any being virtuous whose 
[skills] do not result from the exercise of [her] own reason. 
 
To render mankind more virtuous, and happier of course, both sexes must act from the same 
principle…women must be allowed to found their virtue on knowledge, which is scarcely 
possible unless they be educated by the same pursuits as men.  For they are now made so 
inferior by ignorance and low desires, as not to deserve to be ranked with them…. 
 
In short…reason and experience convince me that the only method of leading women to fulfill 
their peculiar duties is to free them from all restraint by allowing them to participate in the 
inherent rights of mankind.  Make them free, and they will quickly become wise and virtuous…. 
 
 


